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These little libraries around Oregon are a fun way to get involved in the
community, while snagging a new book.
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SUBMISSIONS
THE WESTERN HOWL
encourages readers to share
their opinion through letters to
the editor and guest columns.
Submissions must be typed and
include the writer’s name. Contact
information will not be published
unless
requested.
Unsigned
submissions will not be printed
and original copies will not be
returned.
Letters to the editor may be
up to 300 words and guest columns
should not exceed 500 words.
THE
WESTERN HOWL
does not guarantee the publication
of all letters or columns. THE
WESTERN HOWL reserves the
right to edit for punctuation,
grammar, and spelling, but never
for content.
Please bring submissions to
THE WESTERN HOWL at Terry
House or email to howleditor@
wou.edu. Submissions must be
received by Monday at 5 p.m. to be
considered for print.
All opinions expressed in
columns, letters to the editor
or advertisements are the
views of the author and do
not necessarily reflect those of
THE WESTERN HOWL
or
Western Oregon University.

Sunny days are best enjoyed with a lounge
chair and a captivating book, but sometimes it
feels impossible to find the “right” book to start
reading. With local little libraries, it’s easy to
explore new titles provided by the community.
These libraries can be made by families, bought
online or provided by organizations, and they
offer a convenient and interactive way to get
involved in the community by having others
take or donate well-loved books. Here are just
a few little libraries in the area, out of the many
that are in Oregon:
Monmouth
MaMere’s Guest House — 212 Knox St.
N. This little library is a replica of the historic
house and is crafted entirely from LEGO’s.
It’s complete with LEGO flowers, a miniature
library and a black cat that roams the property.
Monmouth Montessori School — 1140
East Main St. This library is for anyone to
enjoy, take a short walk to discover the big blue
butterfly on the back of the library — with this
cute design, it’s hard to miss.

Salem and Keizer
American Antique Hardware — 2983 D
St. NE. This red and blue library is bigger than
others since it’s in a larger neighborhood and a
busier location. Supported by the surrounding
seven homes in the area, they have all come
together to offer books for all ages in English
and Spanish.
Oneil Library — 7426 Oneil Road NE.
This royal blue library was built in 2019 by
Donovan Karnes for his Eagle Scout Project,
with the help of Boy Scout Troop 7067.
Little Free Library — 5908 Legacy St. SE.
Smaller and tucked away, these wooden navy
blue walls hold a selection of children’s books
and adult literature.
Eugene
Anthony and Jodie St. Clair’s — 1260
Beebe Lane. This blue and purple library was
gifted to Anthony and Jodie St. Clair by Nancy
Nathanson and the River Road Community
Organization. Now, they pass on their love for
reading by sharing their colorful library with

the community.
Treetops Little Free Library — 3049
Deerbrush Way. Parked in the shade from the
trees in Southwest Eugene, this library is made
from rich, dark wood that will immediately
catch the eye. Snag a book to add some
excitement to the day.
Cole Family Library — 553 North
Bertelsen Road. This is the second library
made by the Cole family, and they’re back and
better than ever. With the adorable addition
of a flower doorknob, small flower beds and
windows, anyone in the neighborhood can
enjoy their labor of love.

Rock on with rock painting
Try out rock painting to really rock your world
Natalie Dean | Entertainment Editor | ndean17@wou.edu
With summer coming up,
it’s important to have more than
one way to spend the long days.
Some people kill time by picking
up new hobbies, or through
experimenting with different types
of arts and crafts. Rock painting is
one activity that can be relaxing
and turned into an artistic outlet,
and it’s one craft that requires few
materials.
One easy way to find materials
is by collecting rocks on walks and
checking to see if there’s any old
paint laying around the house.
Sharpies work in a pinch and can
add more detail to painted pieces.

If out of paint, consider using
leftover nail polish or spray paint
to decorate. With hundreds of
possible designs — ranging from
animals, flowers, bees, candy and
bugs — there’s something for
everyone.
There are tons of official
rock painting groups spread out
across Oregon, all with their own
vibrant communities and unique
designs. To get started in the
rock painting world, try joining
Facebook groups and looking
for rock painting hashtags on
other social media platforms, like
Instagram and Twitter. It can even
@thewesternhowl

be an opportunity to share one’s
own work and artistic skills, or it
can just be a fun family activity.
These rock painting pages and
communities in Oregon can all be
found on Facebook:
•
•
•
•
•

West Coast Painted Rocks,
#WCPR.
Brookings Oregon Painted
Rocks, #BOPR.
Southern Oregon Painted
Rocks, #SOPR.
Klamath Rocks.
Lane
County
“Rocks,”
#LCR!
and
#lanecountyrocks.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eugene “Rocks.”
Lakeview “Rocks.”
Cottage Grove, Oregon
“Rocks!”, #CG Rocks.
Coos County Rocks!!
Rocks Across America,
#Oregon.
Linn County Rocks.
Lincoln City Rocks.
Rocks N Dallas OR.
Portland Rocks.
Newberg Rocks.
Polk County Painted
Rocks.
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FIGHTING
FOR CAMPUS
CULTURE
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Students voice opinions on Freedom Center
project in special Board of Trustees meeting
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu
The special meeting designated for
the Freedom Center held on May 12
ended an hour and a half early with the
Board of Trustees chair Betty Komp
accepting no questions from members
on the committee.
In preparation for the meeting,
students signed up to give their
comments on the student drafted cultural

proposal project presented by Incidental
Fee Committee chair Makana Waikiki
on April 21 — the second to last meeting
of the Board of Trustees. To view the full
proposal, check out vol. 3 issue 24, page
3 of The Western Howl that was released
on April 27.

Funding this project costs an estimated $360 thousand.

Continued on back

Infographic by Kyle Morden

FEE REMISSION
BUDGET
SLASHED FOR
INCOMING
CLASS
Area heads receive emails announcing smaller
budget for Fee Remissions next year
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu

This list sent by Financial Aid Director Kella Heyler does no feature all scholarship areas being
reduced or cut.

Article 15 and staff layoffs were only
among the first areas to undergo what
Western administration has coined
“right-sizing” the university.
Going into the upcoming school
year, Student Affairs and Financial Aid
have finalized a list of Western specific
scholarships known as “Fee Remissions”
to be cut, totalling an estimated $1.5
million, according to a March 31 email
sent to English professor and Honors
Department Director Dr. Gavin Keulks.

According to Financial Aid’s website,
the Fee Remissions budget is university
funds designated by Western to help
students pay for tuition and educational
fees. The site lists educational fees
including mandatory fees — Incidental
fee, Building fee, Online Course fee,
Rec Center building fee, Student Health
building fee and Health Services fee —
and course fees that vary by class.
“(The) University is reducing the
Remission budget for next year, largely

because of fewer students enrolled at
(Western),” said Vice President of Student
Affairs Gary Dukes. “Even though
enrollment has been decreasing over the
last few years, the Remissions budget
has been increasing. This (reduction) is
largely to bring the Remission budget
back in line with our current enrollment.”
At the time this article was written,
the Western Howl had not been sent a
full comprehensive list of all scholarships
that are undergoing these changes, but

@thewesternhowl

on May 14, the Howl was sent a list of 17
areas. This list did not include the Honors
Department scholarship; however,
according to Keulks, the Honors
Department is receiving a 25% decrease
to their current $200,000 budget. Under
the new budget, Keulks anticipates two
possible scenarios to respond to the
decrease, but it all depends on enrollment
rates for the upcoming school year.
Continued on back
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YOGA NOW,
STRESS LATER

MOVING MADE
MANAGEABLE
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Supine twist is a great posture for stretching the back and opening the chest.

Containers with handles, like plastic totes and paper boxes, are especially
helpful for transportation.

Give yourself a yoga break to relax
Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
Take some time away from the
stress of life to relax with a simple
yoga sequence. These gentle poses
help relieve tension while allowing
practitioners to take a break during any
time of their day.
Begin by sitting comfortably and
focusing on breathing, letting worries
float away and getting into the mindset
to relax during the practice. Perform
each pose in this set for two to five
minutes based on comfort level, and
remember to modify if necessary.
Cat-cow: Start on hands and knees.
Breathe in, arch the back and look
upwards to come to cow pose. Then,
while exhaling, slowly look down to the
mat and round the back into cat pose.
Repeat.
Thread the needle: Still on hands and
knees, raise the right arm towards the
sky while breathing in; on the exhale,
scoop the arm into the space between
the left arm and left leg. Let the left arm
extend and head relax to the side as
the right shoulder touches the ground.
Repeat on the other side.
Child’s pose: Sit back onto the heels
and spread knees to the edges of the
mat. Bring the forehead to touch the
mat, and either stretch arms out in front
or let them rest at the sides of the legs.

Reclining pigeon: Lay face up with
knees bent and feet flat on the mat.
Cross the right ankle over the left knee.
Grab behind the left knee with both
hands, reaching the right arm through
the triangle created by the right leg, and
gently pull the legs towards the chest.
Repeat on the other side.
Supine twist: Lay flat on the back, and
bring the right knee to the chest while
keeping the left leg straight. Put the left
hand on the outside of the right knee
and begin to pull the knee across the
body towards the left side. Stretch out
the right arm perpendicular to the
body and turn the head to face the right
hand. Repeat on the other side.
Legs up the wall: Lying face up, lift the
feet straight up to create an L-shape with
the body. Let the arms rest wherever
comfortable. Use a wall for support if
desired, or place a folded blanket under
the hips for more comfort.
Savasana: End the practice by lying
comfortably face up on the mat for
several minutes. Focus on the breath
and take in the positive feelings that
the sequence brought to the mind and
body.

Simplify the moving process with these
seven handy tips
Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
For many college students,
summertime means moving season —
which can be a highly stressful time,
especially if moving during finals week.
Though moving certainly takes a lot of
effort, there are plenty of tips and tricks
to make the process that much easier.
Follow these packing, unpacking and
moving hacks that will keep moving
day running smoothly.
Before moving, get rid of stuff: From
clothes, to furniture, to unused food,
getting rid of unneeded items means
less stuff to pack. Donate or throw out
unwanted things before starting to
pack, or hold a garage sale.
Pack an essentials bag or box: Group
items needed from day one — things
like medication, chargers, trash bags,
box knives, toilet paper, hand soap
and paper towels — altogether in one
container so that day one at the new
place is easier. Keep this separate and
easy to access so that it doesn’t get lost
among all the other boxes.
Color code boxes: Use stickers or
colored tape to label which room each
box belongs in. This is especially useful
if using plastic containers that cannot be
written on like cardboard can. Hang up
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cheat sheets with each color and room
name all over the house so that movers
know where to take the containers.
Keep boxes light but full: Use up every
inch of boxes and totes for less total
boxes, but be sure they’re not so heavy
that someone can’t carry them. Pack
heavy items like books, large dishes
and tools in smaller boxes, or utilize a
suitcase with wheels so that the items
don’t have to be carried.
Pack clothes with trash bags: Keep
clothes on their hangers and simply
slide a plastic trash bag over about a
dozen clothing items at a time to make
transportation quick and simple.
Use items around the house as packing
material: Save money on packing
material by being resourceful; use soft
items such as newspapers, towels, wash
cloths, linens and clothes to protect
breakable items.
Prioritize what to unpack first: Many
people will find bedding, bathroom
items and kitchenware to be the most
imperative things to unpack, though
everyone is different. Determine what
needs to be unpacked first, make a to
do list and stick to it.

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

The Western Howl

Lifestyle

wou.edu/westernhowl
Photo by Rylie Horrall

Photos by Allison Vanderzanden

This play on a beef Wellington is the perfect combination of
traditional American and English cuisine.

A wide variety of drinks, both alcoholic and virgin, are available
for all to enjoy.
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Served with a satisfying beef broth dip, these spicy birria tacos
are sure to please.

COME ON DOWN TO DRY TOWN
Dry Town Tap Station now serving food, drinks and entertainment
Allison Vanderzanden | Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
The Dry Town Tap Station is now
open to serve the not so dry town of
Monmouth. What used to be a gas station
has transformed into a destination for
good drinks and great company in the
IndyMo area.
Co-owners and sisters Ashley
Dornhecker and Abigayle Tilby held
a soft opening on April 30. Even
without publicly advertising the event,
Dornhecker described the night as more
successful than they thought it would be.
“Everybody just wanted to be there,”
Dornhecker said. “We were turning
people away because we were at capacity.”
Their soft opening was accompanied
by local band, Way Walkers, on Dry
Town’s very own stage; Dornhecker
said they knew how to draw a crowd.
Already, Dry Town has hosted two other
artists — David Brinker and Nathan
Myers as well as Johnny Wheels and the
Swamp Donkeys — and the restaurant
is looking to continue working with
more local artists. Upcoming performers
include Zach Abee and Jessie Leigh;

more information about these shows can
be found on their Facebook page, @Dry
Town Tap Station.
Not only does Dry Town know how
to entertain, they also know how to serve
up a good meal. Chef Aaron Henderson
serves a rotating menu of delicious
entrees from their food truck.
“He’s creating an amazing menu,”
Dornhecker said. “Street food from
around the world I guess is a way to put
it.”
My friends and I can personally
recommend their fish and chips, birria
tacos and Wellington burger. Be on the
lookout for two new food carts that will
also be coming to the lot soon to serve
the community an even greater variety
of dishes.
Of course, who could forget about
their alcohol menu? With 20 taps
that serve a wide array of local ciders
and beers, patrons will be sure to find
something to love. Not to mention, their
mixed drinks — like the Ruby Hound
and 76 Lemonade — are also splendid.

Belly up to the bar indoors, or take the
refreshing drink to the outdoor seating
area.
The Dry Town owners know how to
serve up a mean drink. One of the sisters’
other businesses, Craft Bar West, has
been making and perfecting drinks since
2019. They expanded their restaurant
reaches when what was once a 76 gas
station became available for leasing.
“I’ve always loved the building
where Dry Town is,” said Dornhecker.
“When the opportunity came up to do
something with it, we jumped on it.”
Though COVID-19 caused some
delays in opening, Dornhecker was
grateful for the opportunity the extra
time presented. They were able to make
the venue that much more refined,
focusing on details such as wood work,
refurbishing the entire floor and creating
murals. On top of that, Dornhecker
enjoyed having a more laid back process
and getting to spend more time with
family throughout.
In the upcoming months and

@thewesternhowl

years, Dry Town hopes to be a place
to host festivals and more yearround performances. The Monmouth
community can also look forward to
themed nights, such as a college night
and an industry night for late night
workers.
“Our goal with Dry Town Tap
Station is to make Monmouth, Oregon
a destination,” Dornhecker said. “There’s
no reason why people shouldn’t be taking
a detour down here to visit all the local
shops in Monmouth and Independence.
It’s just too cool of an area not to share
with others.”
Anyone and everyone can enjoy Dry
Town Tap Station at 180 Main St. E in
Monmouth. Their current hours are
Wednesday through Saturday 12 to 10
p.m. and Sundays 12 to 9 p.m. Keep up to
date by following their social media: on
Facebook @Dry Town Tap Station and
on Instagram @drytowntapstation.
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THIS WEEK

IN COMPLETELY MADE UP

HOROSCOPES

Hot girl summer tips!

Compiled by The Western Howl staff

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

ur hot already

Sleep. Nothing else.

Disagreeing with Virgo, avoid the
sunscreen and get toasty

Live life to the fullest and don’t be
afraid

3/21–4/19

4/20–5/20

5/21–6/20

6/21–7/22

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

Your fire’s a little low babe, it’s time
you take it back

Wear sunscreen with at least SPF 30!

GTL; Gym, tan, laundry!
#jerseyshore

be queer invoke fear

7/23–8/22

8/23–9/22

9/23–10/22

10/23–11/21

SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

hydrate

Act “cultured” and order a “Ban(h) Mi”
that’s actually just a chicken sandwich

Turn up the heater?

11/22–12/21

12/22–1/19

Cry twice a day, it’ll clear your skin
up to make for some killer photos

1/20–2/18

WOUrd Search

2/19–3/20

Words compiled from the stories featured in Issue 27 of The Western Howl
AFFAIRS

MONTESSORI

ANTIQUE

NIGHTS

BRINKER

RALLIES

COTTAGE

SHARPIES

FREEDOM

SUMMERTIME

FURNITURE

SUNSCREEN

HONORS

TESTIMONIES

INVOKE

THREAD
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VIOLENCE,

PARTY
OF US
Placing blame on one movement isn’t
going to heal the divide we currently
have in our country
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu

The Western Howl’s writing season
and my time here as the News Editor are
coming to an end. Over these last couple
weeks, I’ve been reflecting on my first
year of journalism ⏤ most notable, but
not to disregard any of the other stories
I’ve written, are the articles covering
various gatherings and events at the
Capitol. A joke in the office is that if you
can’t find me, check the Capitol building.
I’ve attended rallies, protests and
riots just like a lot of other Western
students. Regardless of which side of
the aisle organized the events, I can say
I personally have been maced, mobbed
and assaulted by the left and the right
side.
As a student journalist, I’ve been asked
to leave because “fake news media isn’t
welcome,” “liberal fake news media isn’t
welcome,” “we don’t want people taking
pictures” or because “you’re suspect.” At
times I’ve had my own life threatened
or the safety buddy I bring with me has
been threatened.
Regardless of these experiences, I’ve
been able to talk to people, and I think
the most mind boggling thing for me
is when I’m asked about the various
articles I’ve written tackling these events.
The interviewee I speak with is always
shocked when they hear I’ve been
verbally and physically assaulted by the
side they stand with.
People who identify as standing

Proud Boys from the North West chapter were hired as security guards during a Second
Amendment Rally that took place on May 1.

on the left are often quick to point out
the violence of the right, but there are
instances where I was in the midst of a
group of antifascists who set off a can
of bear mace as other members of the
movement paintballed a car with stickers
corresponding to right wing ideologies.
When I’ve gone to rallies designated as
right wing events, I’ve been escorted
out by people identifying as “Proud
Boys.” At these rallies, they spend a lot
of time judging and criticizing the left
group, associating them with rioters and
looters. However, there is no mention of
instances where right wing groups have
personally assaulted journalists or made
threats on people’s lives.
I think another important point to
make is that sweeping generalizations
aren’t being made; at these events,
there’s never just one or two sides that
are present. You have a giant gumbo pot
of beliefs that don’t always agree with
each other. I’ve seen radical movements
violently attack vehicles and people,
while other protesters cry and beg for
them to stop hurting people and causing
damage. Sometimes there were mock
“militias” that acted as security and were
under orders of one person; if you fall
on their radar, they will have that group
swarm you and what they choose to do
to you depends on who you are. Often,
when I’ve had this happen to me I’ve
tried to stand up for myself and verbally

disarm them. There’s always one that
is willing to listen in an unaggressive
manner.
Since Jan. 6, the tension in Salem
has been particularly palpable. Every
weekend, there are different movements
staking claims to particular areas of
downtown. The police presence is
noticeably dismal — until you have a
group of people standing outside of the
Capitol building. While you have cases of
violence within various areas, the police
have in some cases permitted harassment
and assault to be the standard at some
of these events. I have literally run into
an undercover cop posing as a gardener
in a construction site, and after telling
him that a group identifying as “Proud
Boys” swarmed and assaulted me and
my friend during a Second Amendment
Rally during May Day, he said thank you
and walked away.
The Salem police have made
statements saying they don’t want to
make the situation worse by adding a
visible presence, so they send undercover
agents; but, even after I reported what
happened to us, we were left to our own
devices. I later reported the harassment
to police officers that showed up after the
event was over and all they said was that
they would make a report.
The point is, there are cases of
violence all over and we can’t continue
to use divisive language to argue which

@thewesternhowl

event was better or worse than the
other. We can’t continue to have fierce
party loyalties, as it’s only generated
this atmosphere that creates enemies.
Some veteran journalists who have
actually gone to war zones have told me
that what’s going on in our country is
reminiscent of the experiences they’ve
had. The most interesting part is that
people are taking sides, but their beliefs
don’t always align; it’s strictly party
loyalty or party resentment.
The gap we have keeps growing wider
and wider as time goes on. As blame is
placed and fingers are pointed, we seem
to choose to tune out each other’s voices.
“If you’re not with us you’re against us”
seems to be a running theme. But anger
and hatred don’t have to be matched. We
can lower the temperature and meet as
equals, but I think in order to do that
we can’t continuously point out others’
faults.
There has to be self acknowledgement
that the political atmosphere has spiralled
out of control and trying to throw water
on an oil fire isn’t the solution. Explosive
discussions are going to be our downfall
if our views of the “other side” don’t
change. I think we can all agree, where
we are right now is not where any of us
want to be.
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FINANCIAL AID
Continued from page 3

“It was 42 (students) back at the start
of the year,” said Keulk. “I’m not going
to be anywhere near 42 with with the
incoming students. I might be at 20 and
right there is $20,000 saved … here’s no
way it’s not going to impact students, but
it’s not going to be an obliteration.”
However, Keulks says that the worst
case scenario would be more enrollment
than anticipated as it would impact
the fixed amounts given during each

Continued from page 3

academic year.
After speaking to several assistant
directors within a few departments, a
commonality in the budget decrease is
that directors were not involved directly
with decisions regarding Fee Remission
decreases. Directors received an email
from Gary Dukes pertaining to their
budget, but otherwise were not contacted
other than asking for what could be cut.

CAMPUS
CULTURE

In this special meeting, the board
changed its comment process, giving
each student three minutes to voice
their concerns. In total, nine Western
students signed up to publicly address
the committee members, including
Associated Students of Western Oregon
University President Elect Logan
Jackson.
“Due to the events that have
happened over the past year especially,
we’ve been given the perfect catalyst to
really start addressing issues we have
here on campus involving diversity and
inclusion,” said Jackson.
Jackson noted her experience as a
student of color and commended the
university for the progress she has seen
in her three years of being a student at
Western. However, Jackson went on to
say that there is still work to be done on a
multitude of levels.
“I look forward to being able to work
with everyone next year in an effort to
continue the progress that has slowly but
surely been made here at (Western) in
regards to diversity and inclusion,” said
Jackson.
Because of the meeting format, the
Board was not able to take any action.
However, Chair Komp opened the
discussion for committee members to
only comment and not question students
on their given testimonies. Board
member Gayle Evans addressed the
students saying she had taken notes, and

other members had further questions to
ask of the students when the time was
appropriate.
“As a white person raised mostly
in Oregon I have learned a lot in the
last year,” said Evans. “I understand
what you’re saying about people who
do not have the same background and
experience to fully understand, relate
and support BIPOC.”
Although members voiced that they
had questions, the committee chair
ended the meeting at around 1:30 p.m.
instead of the designated 3 p.m. One
of the board members voiced their
disagreement because the session still
had an hour and a half left.
“It is up to the discretion of the chair
to say whether you are going to accept
the question or not,” said Komp in an
interview after the special meeting. “My
interpretation is that they had further
questions about this topic and they can
take that to their committee meetings.”
Komp cited a policy claiming that
because the meeting was designated
as a comment time for students, board
members were primarily responsible for
listening rather than asking questions at
that time.
The committee has one final meeting
on June 9 at 1 p.m. It is currently unknown
whether the proposal will make the
agenda. To view the meeting, the live
stream will be hosted by WOUTV.
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